
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S13325 October 27, 1999 
recipients succeed, whatever their 
goals. It is that commitment to 
Vermonters and the communities they 
live in that has won the Credit Union 
the support and patronage of so many 
Vermont businesses and organizations. 

It has also won the organization sup-
port from far beyond Vermont’s bor-
ders. From Fannie Mae to the Commu-
nity Development Financial Institu-
tions program the Vermont Develop-
ment Credit Union has received fund-
ing and won national recognition for 
its innovative lending and support pro-
grams. 

Vermont Development came from 
very small beginnings in a very small 
city of our very small State. But like 
that State, it had very big ideas and 
has earned its place as a model for or-
ganizations providing credit and finan-
cial assistance to low and moderate in-
come people throughout the country. 

Happy Birthday, Vermont Develop-
ment Credit Union and congratulations 
on 10 years of bringing hope and oppor-
tunity to thousands of Vermonters.∑ 
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THE CONSTITUTION IN TODAY’S 
CLASSROOM 

∑ Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I rise 
today to discuss an important matter 
brought to my attention by one of my 
constituents. I recently received a let-
ter from G. Ross Darnell, and he point-
ed out the importance of educating our 
students about the Constitution. In his 
letter, though, he also mentioned that 
our educational system has not been 
performing well in this area. I agree 
with Mr. Darnell on both points. 

The importance of education in pre-
serving our liberties has been realized 
since the founding of our Republic. In 
1787, Thomas Jefferson wrote to James 
Madison with his reflections on the 
new Constitution. In that letter he 
said, ‘‘I hope the education of the com-
mon people will be attended to; con-
vinced that on their good sense we may 
rely with the most security for the 
preservation of a due degree of lib-
erty.’’ Jefferson knew if the people 
were not aware of the freedoms guaran-
teed by the Constitution they would be 
powerless to stop any encroachments 
upon them. I’m sure Mr. Jefferson 
would be quite alarmed at the state of 
ignorance today. 

While it is a cliche that a generation 
always finds faults with the one which 
follows, there is no denying that in 
terms of constitutional knowledge, the 
level of ignorance is severe. A poll of 
teenagers last year illustrates this. 
Only forty-one percent could name the 
constitutionally ordained branches of 
our government, only twenty-one per-
cent could say that there were one 
hundred senators, and only thirty-six 
percent knew one of the most impor-
tant phrases in our nation’s history: 
‘‘We the People . . .’’ These teenagers 
are moving into adulthood, but they 
are not taking with them a knowledge 
of our nation’s Constitution. 

It is undeniable that our educational 
system has failed to address this defi-

ciency. Many experts have documented 
the fact that most textbooks do not de-
vote a sufficient amount of space to ex-
ploring the Constitution and the ideas 
and personalities which shaped it. Even 
the national history standards pro-
posed a few years ago failed to address 
adequately the importance of this doc-
ument. The Constitution, along with 
the Declaration of Independence, is the 
very foundation upon which our nation 
is built. To not devote sufficient space 
in textbooks or time in class to it is a 
tragedy not only for students but also 
for the nation. 

It’s also troubling to note that when 
constitutional history is discussed 
today, the Founding Fathers are por-
trayed as racist, sexist elitists. This 
caricature of the Founders, which fails 
to take into account how the Constitu-
tional Convention tried to balance the 
idealism of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence with the political realities of 
the day, is only abetted by the shallow-
ness of the constitutional teaching in 
our schools. How can students weigh 
the competing claims in this important 
debate when they don’t even know 
what is in the Constitution? 

How should this deficiency be ad-
dressed? I’m not here to suggest an-
other federal program which would im-
pose standards on the state and local 
school districts. I have long believed 
that curriculum is best determined by 
local school boards which are much 
closer to the people than we are here in 
Washington, D.C. Instead, I am today 
using this opportunity in the United 
States Senate to urge my colleagues to 
support states, school districts, and 
teachers beginning a wholesale effort 
to renew in our youth a respect and 
knowledge for the Constitution. Our 
young people need to know the rights 
guaranteed by this seminal document. 
As Thomas Jefferson said, our liberties 
may depend on it.∑ 
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CLEANER GASOLINE AND 
CLEANER AIR FOR CHICAGO 

∑ Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I want 
to take this opportunity to applaud 
BP/Amoco for its decision to provide 
cleaner gasoline to the Chicago Metro-
politan Area. BP/Amoco recently an-
nounced that it will begin offering 
lower sulfur premium gasoline imme-
diately and that it intends to provide 
lower sulfur gasoline in all three 
grades by 2001—three years ahead of 
the requirement for lower sulfur gaso-
line proposed by EPA. 

The average sulfur content of gaso-
line sold in Chicago today is approxi-
mately 300 ppm. BP/Amoco’s decision 
will reduce the sulfur content in its 
gasolines to 30 ppm. As a cosponsor of 
legislation to cap the sulfur content of 
gasoline—S. 172, the Clean Gasoline 
Act of 1999—I believe reducing sulfur 
levels in gasoline is an extremely cost- 
effective way to improve our nation’s 
air quality. 

It is estimated that when fully imple-
mented, lower-sulfur gasoline offered 

by BP/Amoco will reduce nitrogen 
oxide emissions—one of the precursors 
to the formation of ozone—by about 3 
tons per day. That is the equivalent of 
removing 70,000 cars from Chicago’s 
highways every day. 

BP/Amoco’s decision to voluntarily 
reduce the sulfur content of gasoline 
sold in Chicago means cleaner, 
healthier air for the residents of the 
Chicago metropolitan area. It dem-
onstrates again that when we work to-
gether we can ensure continued eco-
nomic growth and protect our environ-
ment.∑ 
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GOVERNOR’S COMMISSION ON 
WOMEN 35TH ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION 

∑ Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, 
today I rise to celebrate women in my 
home state of Vermont. It gives me 
great pleasure to speak in recognition 
of the Governor’s Commission on 
Women of Vermont and to acknowledge 
their 35th anniversary. 

Over the last 35 years, the Governor’s 
Commission on Women has accrued a 
long list of achievements in the state 
of Vermont. It is a vibrant and healthy 
organization, dedicated to ensuring 
that women’s rights, health, life 
choices, careers and community serv-
ice are in sharp focus for policymakers 
and citizens alike. Commission mem-
bers know how to use their strength of 
advocacy to empower women and raise 
the profile and scope of key issues. To 
highlight a recent endeavor, the Com-
mission made it a priority to give all 
Vermonters a better understanding of 
their health benefits by offering a se-
ries of educational materials on man-
aged care plans. 

I have often said that community 
service is the cornerstone of democracy 
and I believe that each citizen has a re-
sponsibility to contribute to their com-
munity. The Governor’s Commission 
on Women does just this, by addressing 
the pressing matters of concern 
throughout the state, such as poverty, 
child care and pay equity. For over 
three decades the Commission has 
taken on the ‘‘tough to tackle’’ issues. 
I was very pleased to partner with 
women’s groups across Vermont, in-
cluding the Commission, in the fight to 
ratify the Equal Rights Amendment. 
Although we suffered defeat on this 
particular issue, we knew we were suc-
cessful in championing the message of 
equal rights. 

Through a combination of their hard 
work, commitment and vision, the 
Vermont Commission has surpassed all 
expectations and created new, and I be-
lieve lasting, community partnerships. 
I am proud of what they have been able 
to achieve and I hope that others 
throughout the state and nation will 
look to the Commission’s accomplish-
ments and be inspired to act as re-
sourcefully. 

I have made it a personal priority to 
support the Commission’s efforts to 
reach their goals and, because I am 
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